


	 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

 

I’m not a writer, publisher, travel professional or food critic.  I have never written a book or travel guide.  So what am I doing writing this guide and why should you spend the time reading it?  My credentials for writing this guide rest with my first hand experiences growing up in the New York area and the time I spent on the streets of Manhattan that gave me the understanding and appreciation for what this city has to offer to the people that visit.

 

I was born on June 28, 1945 at St Mary’s Hospital in Hoboken, New Jersey.  Hoboken is located on the Hudson River across from and to the west of midtown Manhattan.  With the Holland Tunnel located directly south of the city and the Lincoln Tunnel directly north, Hoboken, is ideally situated for a short commute into the heart of New York City.  

 

My mother was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York.  She never had a driver’s license and never drove a car but her knowledge of the New York and New Jersey public transportation systems was second to none.  Buses, trains and ferries would carry us to places in and around Hoboken and through the five Burroughs of New York City.  

 

I remember many days when my mother and I would travel through the Lincoln Tunnel on the #63 bus to the New York Port Authority Bus Terminal.  I would take my mother’s hand as we walked down 42nd Street and through Times Square on our way to Radio City Music Hall where, for just a few dollars, we would see a first run major motion picture and a live stage show featuring the world famous Rockettes dance team.  Repeated visits to Radio City Music Hall, Rockefeller Center, The New York Museum of Natural History, Central Park, Coney Island, and walks down 5th Avenue, rides on the Staten Island Ferry and even visits to my grandparents grave site in Brooklyn, would all contribute to my early knowledge of and appreciation for New York City. 

 

As I got older, it was not uncommon for a group of friends to shell out 25 cents each to get on the bus and go to New York to kill some time.  It may be hard to believe, with the price of things today, but when I was growing up there were a good number of things to do in New York that were inexpensive or free.  We could go to a television game show like “Beat the Clock” or “The Price is Right” absolutely free, watch as they taped maybe two or three shows, get some door prizes and then watch the shows on TV several weeks later.  We could ride the Staten Island Ferry for 5 cents a trip.  We would stay on the ferry and go back and forth several times and as long as we weren’t causing any trouble they would usually let us stay on.

 

One night we went to Central Park to listen to one of the free open-air concerts they would have throughout the summer.  We listened to a singer who would become one of my favorite vocalist but whom I was not very familiar with at the time, named Barbara Streisand.   

 

With the drinking age in New Jersey at 21 and New York at 18, New York became the place to be on Friday and Saturday night for the 18 to 21 year old group.  We would spend time at the bars and clubs on the upper east side of Manhattan and make an occasional visit to Greenwich Village to mingle with the hippies…….keep in mind that this was 1964. 

 

As I got older, I became more interested in Broadway Plays, clubs like the Copa Cabana and Basin Street East, fancy dinners and other more sophisticated activities.  For more than 40 years New York was my playground.  Since I was basically a visitor myself, and not a resident, I feel my perspective of New York is more in tune to how a visitor sees and experiences the city.

 

Many things changed over the past 40 years in New York, the most striking being the construction and subsequent destruction of the World Trade Center Twin Towers. However, for all the things that have changed, so much has stayed the same.  The sites, sounds, feel and magic of New York City is much the same and definitely worth the trip.

 

 

 
 

 


	
	 

	 

 


